
Why You Should Purchase Your Pet Rabbit from a Breeder 

Choosing to buy your pet rabbit from a responsible, knowledgeable breeder promotes responsible 

pet ownership and actually discourages bunny mills and over-breeding.  Responsible breeders DO 

NOT breed rabbits simply to be a supplier for pet stores.  They are breeding for show quality 

animals but often have pets for sale as well.   

Purchasing from a responsible breeder assures that you receive a rabbit which is free of disease 

and/or genetic problems and that it is actually old enough to be away from its mother.  A breeder 

who is raising show animals needs them to be healthy and structurally sound.  Genetic 

defects/problems are counterproductive to a responsible breeding program.  Responsible 

breeders work hard to maintain a healthy herd and promote their chosen breed(s).  A responsible 

breeder maintains healthy facilities for his/her rabbits.  Cages, feeders, water containers, 

storage containers, and the “barn” are clean and free of garbage and debris.  Accommodations are 

made for the rabbits during summer heat and winter chill.  Attention is paid to the individual 

needs of each rabbit.      

When you purchase from a responsible breeder, you can be confident that your “small-breed” 

rabbit will stay small and not turn out to be a 10-15 pound “giant” after it’s fully grown.  I cannot 

tell you how many times I’ve tried to tell a pet store owner/manger that the “dwarf” rabbits they 

got from XYZ Bunny Mill were only 3 or 4 weeks old and would weigh 8-10 pounds when they 

matured.  I have received many of those 10 pound rabbits from people who bought them at pet 

stores as a “dwarf” -- they were not prepared to take care of and did not want a large rabbit.   

When you buy from a responsible breeder, the rabbit you receive is from a “planned breeding” 

and is a purebred with a recorded pedigree.  You can be assured that your pet rabbit will look 

like, be representative of, a specific breed.  Many of the “dwarf rabbits” available at pet stores 

are actually mixed-breed rabbits from bunny mills and in no way represent one of the 47 

different breeds recognized by the American Rabbit Breeders Association.  There are 

recognized breeds that have “dwarf” as part of its name but there is no such breed as a “Dwarf”.  

As a responsible breeder, I belong to the American Rabbit Breeders’ Association and stay current 

with regard to the development of new breeds and colors.  Over the past 12 years, my family has 

shown and raised Mini Rex, New Zealands, Netherland Dwarf, Lionheads, Mini Lops, Dutch, 

Holland Lops, Tans, Jersey Woolies, and Californians.  I am also studying to become a registrar 

which requires me to learn about all breeds not just the one I raise.  

A responsible breeder will take the time to answer your questions and provide educational 

material and/or instruction.  You will learn how to properly handle and care for your pet.  Often, 

pet owners decide they also want to raise and show rabbits.  Your breeder friend can help you get 

started.  Many of today’s breeders started out wanting “just a pet rabbit.”  That’s how my family 

got started. 


